
1 
 

Content Outline for Sabbatical Proposals  
Rex Edwards  
 
Moorpark College Mission Statement:  
Moorpark College promotes high quality teaching and learning that meet the needs of a 
diverse student population. As a multicultural, comprehensive institution of higher 
learning, Moorpark College works to empower and inspire students to succeed in their 
personal and educational goals and aspirations.  
 
Moorpark College Philosophy:  
Moorpark College is dedicated to the philosophy of providing educational programs that 
develop individual abilities, strengthen human relationships, enhance community life, 
and heighten global consciousness.  
 

1. Background 
 

Almost exactly two years ago the Nobel Peace Prize winner Mohammed Yunnus 
came to Thousand Oaks to capitalize on his international recognition in starting a 
microfinance project in Harlem. Microfinance is the idea that small savings can be 
tapped to finance individuals on a modest economic scale who would otherwise be 
underserved by larger institutions. The local level of microfinance operations would 
enable overcoming the barriers to getting credit history information that cause larger 
institutions to be reluctant to lend to the poor and middle classes in many countries. 
Being locally based and operated means that community social pressure can be 
employed to ensure compliance with financing. The idea offers enormous potential for 
both economic development and the alleviation of poverty. These issues are important to 
increasing global economic advancement and the well being of billions in an 
increasingly tightly integrated world. It is important for informed citizens in developed 
nations to understand that this is not just a matter of social conscience to aid the poor in 
developing nations. It also indirectly affects the well being of those in developed nations. 
In a sense, the concerns of Chinese workers producing I-phones affects Americans, even 
if it is only through the price of Apple stock and the prices they pay in retail 
establishments. 
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traditional sources of finance. Microfinance is now undertaken in many countries around 
the world. 
 
Now that there is a robust literature on the subject of microfinance, it would seem to be 
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b) I will produce an approximately 50 page Economics course supplement made up of 
additional notes to supplement the textbook, problem sets, exercises, economic articles 
analyzed, career information, and a case study in this area.  
 
c) I will conduct reading and research to improve currency of knowledge in Economics 
for the instructor and to increase instructor skills and instructional resources.  
 
3. Rationale  
 
a. Professional Development  
 
I am dedicated to developing professionally, and use every opportunity to do so. 
However, a full teaching load and increasing administrative duties and responsibilities 
are placing new challenges upon the finite amount of my time and energy. I have taken 
no previous sabbatical leave. Nonetheless, I completed a business-related course of study 
leading to an MBA from CSUDH. This time I would like to spend a concentrated period 
of time to intensively study a particular topic. Sabbatical leave affords such an 
opportunity. My sabbatical leave would enable me to develop professionally both in 
Economics and in more interdisciplinary studies, and to expand the extent of global 
content in my teaching.  
 
Examples of Past Professional Development Activities:  
 
As an instructor dedicated to my areas of responsibility (Economics and interdisciplinary 
studies) I have made an effort to maintain currency in my knowledge and level of 
preparation to serve my students, college, and the community. I have taken graduate-
level courses in the areas of international business and international management from 
an accredited university (CSUDH). I have attended numerous conferences, locally and 
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b. Value to Department or Discipline  
 
The production of the Economics course supplement will enhance my teaching abilities 
in Economics, and will help my students to understand how Economics relates to both 
the real and broader world. The Social Science department will be served in its goals to 
create a global emphasis within its course offerings by the increased proficiency I will 
gain from the completion of an intensive level of topical study in an international area. 
My increased readings and attendance at conferences and other interactive discipline-
related groups will ensure the currency and relevance of the course contents and my 
classroom teaching. Studying microfinance will serve to focus this effort to expand my 
teaching breadth. 
 
 
c. Value to College and/or District  
 
Both the college and the district will benefit from the fact that I will return better 
prepared in my subject matter than when I left for the sabbatical. As the resources and 
skills I will have gained are brought back to the classroom, the college and the district 
will have an instructor who will be able to impart greater currency of material in the 
classroom. Both the college and district will benefit modestly in its accreditation process, 
as 
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write up some case studies and projects for class use, and even look at the possibility of 
putting together at least one new classroom game in at least one of my classes.  For 
details please see page 11-12 (8 b). 
 
3) In order to improve my currency of knowledge and research of resources, I will 
devote at least 10 hours a week to dialog with others in my discipline at other 
institutions, To this end, I will use the Internet to research interesting web sites and blogs 
for economists. I will look for graphs and visuals that demonstrate economic trends. I 
will read current economic information in such sources as The Wall Street Journal, The 
Economist, etc., and I will read other books pertaining to Economics, that will improve 
the currency of my knowledge and assist me in making Economics more relevant for my 
students. If time permits, I would like to spend a small portion of this time exploring 
career opportunities and academic choices for students who take lower division 
Economics classes. For details please see page 13 (8 d). 
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materials. We will undertake to study the use of the new content through the existing 
process of collecting SLO results. 
 
5. Past Contributions to the District  
As an instructor dedicated to my area of responsibility (Economics) I have made an 
effort to maintain currency in knowledge and level of preparation to serve my students, 
college, and the community. I have taken additional graduate training from an accredited 
university (CSU Dominguez Hills). I have attended numerous conferences, locally and 
outside this region. I have pursued summer studies at various universities and attend the 
regional and national conferences in my discipline.  
 
a. Scholarship  
I have a Ph.D. degree in Economics. I have taken graduate-level courses in Economics 
and Indian History. I have produced and published papers on the inter-relationship 
between land ownership and socio-economic factors, among others. I have taken 
graduate-level courses at CSU Dominguez Hills in the areas of international business 
resulting in an MBA. I have one published paper on the subject of Human Resources as a 
result. I have attended lectures, read literature and teaching-related materials, attended 
conferences pertaining to Economics and the teaching of Economics. I have participated 
in several 
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• Served in the Academic Senate:  Treasurer 2001-2008, Vice –President 2009, 
Department Representative 2010-2012, Treasurer 2012 to current. 

• Accreditation Self-Study Standard III Subcommittee Fall 2004  
• Served as AFT representative to the Curriculum Committee for 8 years and to the 

Fiscal Committee for 9 years. 
• Served as member, Staff Development Committee for 2 years  
• Served on a half dozen Faculty Hiring Committees and chaired two.  
• Served on Hiring Committees for Deans and a President of Moorpark College  
• Served on four tenure review committees  
• Attended State-wide and Regional Academic Senate Meetings to better understand 

curricular issues as a delegate several years and as a voting delegate once. 
• Attended numerous workshops and training sessions, especially distance 

education, at Moorpark College. 
• Attended workshops and training sessions regarding student learning outcomes at 

Moorpark College back to 2001. 
• Attended numerous workshops and training sessions. 
• Served as faculty advisor for two student clubs including the Business Student 

Association F2011 to current.  
• Served on Accreditation Self-Study Standard III Subcommittee F2006, 

 
3) District  

• Attended district-wide committees, Chancellor’s Council and training sessions. 
• Member of Calendar Committee 2001-2002, reporting 
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leave more than one day. I have every intention and capacity to finish another ten years 
of service. 
 
7. Proposed Timeline for the Sabbatical Project of Rex Edwards:  
a. January 2014: (Approximately 3 weeks)  
1) Prepare notes, exercises, and other supplemental instructional materials for the first 
three chapters (introductory terminology and materials and demand, supply and markets) 
of the Principles of Microeconomics coursework.  
 
2) Prepare notes, exercises, and other supplemental instructional materials for the first 
two chapters of the Principles of Macroeconomics coursework.  
 
3) Enroll in a microfinance class. Obtain appropriate reading materials for the course.  
 
4) Explore and participate in blogs and online discussion among economists across the 
nation 2-3 times a week.  
 
5) Read professional articles of economic and global content on an ongoing, daily basis.  
 
February 2014:  
1) Begin course work on microfinance, complete all assignments and coursework as 
required.  
 
2) Prepare notes, exercises, and other supplemental instructional materials regarding 
government involvement and the market system and consumer and producer 
microfinance.  
 
3) Prepare notes and preliminary outline for college presentation on microfinance.  
 
4) Read one book with economic content or socio-economic content, and a global 
emphasis.  
 
March 2014 
1) Continue with the course on microfinance, complete all assignments and coursework, 
as required.  Begin a second course on microfinance. 
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2) Prepare notes, exercises, and other supplemental instructional materials regarding 
investment and the market system and 
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“In West Bengal A Cash Free Microfinance Program Opens Doors For Women”, 
in New York Times, Sept. 25, 2012. 
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http://www.mykro.org/ 
 
http://www.opportunity.org/blog/ 
 
http://developeconomies.com/ 
 
http://www.networkedblogs.com/topic/Microfinance 
 
http://www.microcapital.org/ 
 
http://blogs.wsj.com/indiarealtime/ 
 
http://www.opportunity.org/ 
 
http://savings-revolution.org/ 
 
http://www.opportunity.org/blog/category/events/microfinance-conference/ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for your time and effort in considering my proposal. 
 
Rex M. Edwards redwards@vcccd.edu 
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