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documents even in their own language and are thus poorly prepared to take on the task of
readingin a forelgn Ianguage This reality is exacerbated by the fact that our textbooks typlcally
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that assist students in their approach to reading these texts.

In addition, most community college foreign language instructors have little training and
experience in the teaching of reading literary texts, as reading has taken on a rather small role,
secondary to teaching grammatical concepts. Consequently, if instructors happen to include
reading—-as | have observed many times during class evaluations-- they tend to paraphrase the
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or skip the reading task altogether. None of these methodologies assists students in the
acquisition of readmg, comprehension, and mterpretatlon of orlglnal texts written in a forelgn




language instructor | have been eager to share my enthusiasm for reading literary texts with
our students.

| have been actively engaged in studies of language acquisition and proficiency since the
beginning of my career as a Spanish instructor at the college level. My interest in a proficiency-
oriented language teaching approach eventually led me to become certified as a language
proficiency tester and trainer for the American Council of Foreign Languages Teacher
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progress in our language department in proficiency-oriented approaches in speaking, writing,

and lictenine readine nraficienryv tends tn he neslected



4, Invest|gate methodologies about teaching reading cultural texts in elementary and
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ternational nroeram at the Universidad Auténama de




and non-fiction. Having level-appropriate texts and exploring methodologies on reading

instruction will certain|yai



creative aspects of [language specific] cultures and civilizations" ® and "demonstrate

Ry wolar = s e £~ o izl sainnta e athantio d~1#a"? ofke= ~nman!ndi- s mmemmms dlne

!

-

they will as well have fulfilled two aspects of the Moorpark College mission statement: "Skills
in critical thinking, [...], reading [. . ..] " and "[p]reparation for the challenges and
respon5|b|I|t|es of life and change in a free society and the global community." I am certaln that
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concepts in the original language, would be a major accomplishment for our World Languages
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Feasibility of Implementation

| will present the outcomes of the proposed sabbatical leave to our colleagues in the fall
semester of 2015. We can begin integrating the cultural texts and applying the reading

methodology within that semester. Members of our faculty and Dean Inajane Nicklas have
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