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2- Rationale

a) Professional DevelopmenSince | started teaching falme at Oxnard College in 2004, | have

been researchg the relatively new field of Heritage&akerslanguagdearning Resources

were few; textbooks ith heritage speakers in mind were slowly making their way into the
market. Since themhave been progressively making changes taumgiculum mostly by trial
and error. There isstill a strong need for more research in this field dexelopment of new
materials and training opportunities for instructors. In the course of the sabbatical leave, it is
my intention to gain a solid theoretical knowledge of heritage language acquisitipas well

asto create suitable teaching material$or these classes

b) Value to Department or DisciplineHeritage speakers do not fall neatly into the traditiona

categories of beginner, inteediate and advancéa@hguage learnerThereforeall Spanish

instructors at Oxnard College, regardless of the level they teach, are bound to encounter heritage
speakers in their classekbelieve it is worth exploring ways to make some adjustments to our
teaching strategies order to make the heaije speakers' time in class more productive, without

compromising the learning experienc






secondary or postecondary education in Mexico. Our community offers countless
opportunities for using authentic materials in Spanish relevant to studahsrtisements, job
announcementsransportation, medical and touristic brochuradjo announcements, etc.

Elders in the community have liveldrobugh important social times for the county and state, such
as the Braceraviovement, a migrant working program recently honored 61.

Incorporating thes authentic materials and personal resourdeshe already existing materials
for heritage speaker classev&ytime-consuming. The resulting lessotisough, provide

more meaningful andulturally relevantearning contextor students in this community.

e) Value to Community It has become increasingly important in our community to have bilingual

skills. Heritage speakersiue to their linguistic backgrounds, are in a unique position to reach
high levels of proficiency at a relatively fast pgt#C Guidelines on Heritage Langueag
Instructior). After two semesters, many heritage speakerequipped tctart usingheir skills

in a professional setting. Students who successfully complete Spanish eb@seard College



Another excellent resource is tNational Heritage LanguagResearch Cent@HLRC), also
based at UCLA. | plan complete the two modules of the online workshop offered by this
institution, the first on theoretical research and the second on teaching strategies. After the
completion of the workshop will follo w theresearch leads and networking possibiliaésred
by the NHLRC to sharmy experimentation and results with professionals in the field. ,Next
plan to create speatfiessons on writing composition fberitage speakers. For that purpose, |
have contacted twoompositionexperts Kim Potowskyfrom the University of Illinoisand

Cecilia Colombi from UC Davigo collaborge as mentorfor my researchNext, | plan to read
books and artice and extract practical applications for my less@mongthe titles | plan to
consult are Heritage Language Education: A New Field Emerging, Differentiation and the

Brain: How Neuroscience Supports the Learner-Friendly Classroom, "Teaching Spanish to
Native Speakers in Mixed Ability Languagéa€srooms™ The AbuelosProject: A Multi-
Disciplinary, Multi-Task Unit for Heritage and Advanced Second Languagerers of
Spanish; and "The Professional Development of Teachers of Heritage Language Learners:
Matrix."

Please referto Appendix B



| anticipatethe creation of the following materials:



d) Projected timeline

SPRING 2013
Month Resource Task
January | -Attend the2nd International -Research differences in
Conference on Heritage and language acquisition for
Community Language$JCLA, heritage speakers and second
date to be determined language learners.
February |-CompleteOnline Heritage -Compare the profile of the
Teacher Workshop (NHLRC) average heritage speakeith
Module 1: Heritage Language the average heritage speaker 3
Learners Profiles and Definitions | OC.
-Createa survey to understand
studentslinguistic and cultural
background.
March -CompleteOnline Heritage

Teacher Workshop (NHLRC)
Module 2:



4- Past Contributions to the District

a) Scholarship:I continuouslyseekopportunities to expand my field. Since being hired by Oxnard
College | have completed a certificate in Translation and Interpretadioth agraduatdevel
course on Mexican Literature, both from UCLA Extension. | have rigceteived a
certification as a bilingual mediator from the Ventura Center for Dispute Settleandnt
Pepperdine University School of Lawhave desigad and taughtpecialized courses, "Spanish
for the Legal Profession” for the Ventura Courttke, and "Spanish for Teachers" at Casa
Pacfica. | have translated ndinction books and poetry that have been published in the U.S. and
in Argentina. | have attendedistance educatioworkshopsat Oxnard Collegand been
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