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Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, 
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Required under AP 3540  

POLICY 
 

Under Board Policy and Administrative Procedure 3540  Sexual Assault, Domestic 
Violence, Dating Violence, and Stalking, the VCCCD prohibits any sexual assault or 
physical abuse, including the crimes of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating 
violence, and stalking , as defined by California law, whether committed by an 
employee, student, or member of the public, occurring on District property, in 
connection with all the academic, educational, extracurricular, athletic, and other 
programs of the District, whether tho se programs take place in the District’s facilities 
or at another location, or on an off -campus site or facility maintained by the District, 
or on groun ds or facilities maintained by a student organization . These crimes are a 
violation of district policies and regulations, and are subject to all applicable 
punishment, including criminal procedures and employee or student discipline 
procedures.  
 



Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, 
and Stalking Information 

Required under AP 3540  

Domestic Violence: Means committing a battery (misdemeanor) or willfully inflicting 
corporal injury resulting in a traumatic condition (felony) by:  
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PROTECTIVE MEASURES & CHANGES IN ACADEMIC/WORK 
SITUATION 
 

Accommodations  
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If the District imposes discipline against a student or employee as a result of the 
findings in its investigation, the student or employee may appeal the decision using 
the regulation for appealing a disciplinary decision.  
 
 

IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING EVIDENCE 
 

It is important to preserve physical evidence even if you do not yet know whether 
you want to report the incident or pursue filing a complaint. This will ensure that 
evidence is available if you later decide to proceed with a criminal or college 
investigat ion. As time passes, evidence may dissipate or become lost or unavailable, 
thereby making investigation, possible prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or 
obtaining orders of protection related to the incident more difficult.  
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Stalking 
Make efforts to save relevant evidence, such as letters, notes, emails, text messages, 
voicemail and other phone records, photos or videos, social media interactions (e.g., 
TikTok, Snap Chat, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc.) , gifts, or other records.  
 
To avoid losing data if your device becomes damaged or replaced, it’s beneficial to 
save copies of relevant communications to a secure drive or the cloud, or even print 
them out and file the hard copies away in a safe place.  
 
Dating/Domestic Violence 
Not all experiences of dating/domestic violence cause visible injuries. If visible 
injuries are present, it can be helpful to document them with photographs, if it is 
safe to do so. It is also important to seek medical attention if possible and safe to 
do so. 
 
 
BYSTANDER INTERVENTION STRATEGIES 
 

Bystander intervention is defined as safe and positive options that may be carried out 
by an individual or individuals to prevent harm or intervene when there is a risk of 
dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking.  
 

• Bystanders should notice the incident taking place and should evaluate the 
situation to determine whether it is an emergency.  

• Determine if someone needs assistance.  

• Assume responsibility. Be ready to intervene even if others do not.  

• Speak up if you see someone intentionally getting someone else drunk.  

• Speak up if you see a friend leaving with someone who is drunk.  

• Remind friends that sexual contact with an intoxicated person is against the 
law.  

• Attempt to help. This may include helping a person to leave the situation, 
confront a behavior, diffuse a situation, or call for other support/security.  

• Approach everyone in a respectful manner. Avoid using violence. Be honest 
and direct whenever possible. Recruit help if necessary. Keep yourself safe. 
Call the police any time that you feel it is necessary.  

• If you choose to intervene, distractions or diversions may be useful strategies 
that can stop aggressors from continuing their actions.  
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