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Background of Sabbatical Project:

The Ventura College Mission states “we serve a highly diverse student body by providing

innovative instruction and student support, focusing on associate degree and certificate

completion, transfer, workforce preparation, and basic skills.” I would like to help Ventura

College increase the number of associate degrees and certificates in Math and Computer

Science.  Unlike our other colleges, Moorpark and Oxnard, Ventura College DOES NOT OFFER a

degree or certificate program in the Computer Science or Computer Information Systems

discipline.  Ventura College Computer Science has a lot of potential, however we have only one

full-time professor in the discipline, who started in Fall 2021. These facts are a shame

considering Computer Science is an ever growing discipline that nearly every U.S. College and

University offers degrees in. The Bureau of Labor Statistics projects a 13% increase in Computer

and Information Technology occupations in the next 10 years. It is essential that Ventura1

College develop high quality programs in Computer Science.

Although we don’t offer any degrees in CS or CIS, Ventura College is seeing growth in enrollment

in the discipline. We have offered only one section of Intro to Computer Programming (CS V11)

from Fall 2006 through Spring 2020. However, in Fall 2020, we added a second section, and now

in Fall 2021, we have added a third section of CS V11.  Our enrollment in Computer Science

courses as a whole is also growing. Starting in 2016, we had 93 students taking CS courses,

followed by 107 in Fall 2017, 99 in Fall 2018, 187 in Fall 2019 and 223 in Fall 2020.  As of Spring

2021, 227 students were taking CS courses at Ventura College, showing over a 200% growth in

enrollment over 5 years.

On a separate note, after the state law of AB705 went into effect in 2019, we have been

working so that all of our math courses are in compliance with the law. AB705 states
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Work concurrently with the Department chair of Math and Computer Science and English and

Math and Learning Resources Division to create, or select an additional noncredit class (other

than Math N101) and create of a Noncredit Certificate of Competency that may lead to

enhanced funding from CDCP at the state.

Components of Sabbatical Project:

1. Assist Computer Science instructors and the Department Chair to conduct research and

identify which courses need to be updated and which courses need to be created in

order to add to the Computer Science program. Update these courses on CourseLeaf by

making necessary changes, and write and propose the new CS courses on CourseLeaf.

2. Once the courses are created and approved, work with the CS instructors, Department

Chair, and Ventura College as a whole to conduct research and assist in the creation of

CS Programs on CourseLeaf, and work toward approving these CS programs to add to our

College Catalog.

3. Assist the Department Chair and Division to add a noncredit course in CourseLeaf to a

new noncredit Certificate of Competency to the Ventura College Catalog.

4. Create a noncredit Certificate of Competency which includes Math N101 and other

appropriate noncredit course(s) in CourseLeaf that will allow for enhanced funding from

the CDCP, to offer quality programs to our students especially those transferring with a

math-related major who need a strong foundation in math before transferring.

Timeline of Sabbatical Project (if approved for Fall 2022):

(Prior to Sabbatical) Nov 2021 - May 2022:  Work with the Math and Computer Science faculty

to decide which Computer Science course and programs to create and prioritize as well which

non-credit course(s) to create and what to add to a noncredit certificate.  Do a departmental

vote to decide which courses and programs we should prioritize.

(During Sabbatical) August 2022 - Sept 2022:  Along with input from CS and math instructors,

create the course outlines for the new CS courses and any additional noncredit courses. Update

and revise curriculum as necessary for CS. Submit the courses to the curriculum committee.

Make any requested changes.

Oct 2022 - Nov 2022:  After the courses are approved by the curriculum committee, begin the

process for programs: Write up the CS programs and a noncredit certificate of Competency.

Submit the programs to the curriculum committee.  Make any requested changes.
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December 2022:  Finalize the curriculum for the new courses and programs and reply to any

feedback given from the College, District, and State. Complete any forms and provide additional

information as requested by any of these governing bodies.

Value of Sabbatical Project to VCCCD and Ventura College:

By creating CS programs and noncredit certficates, the district and college would greatly benefit

by adding more options to their colleges.  Creating more Computer Science degrees and

programs will attract more students and faculty to Ventura College and will give students more

options and reasons to complete their degrees at VCCCD.  It will also attract more STEM

students to the college and help us increase our offering of STEM courses, which may lead to

enhanced funding opportunities. Having a Computer Science degree program will also bring the

college up-to-date with offering one of the most desirable and competitive degrees.  By creating

a CS program at Ventura College, we will also be on track with Vision Goal # 1 of the CCCCO,

which states “1. Over five years, increase by at least 20 percent the number of California

Community College students annually who acquire associate degrees, credentials, certificates,

or specific skill sets that prepare them for an in-demand job.” 4

A noncredit certificate which includes Math N101 would also allow for STEM students and
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