


contemporary student has gravitated towards in our discipline. Offering more 
sections of our already popular class is a step toward meeting our students 
where they are so we can take them where they want to go. 

Furthermore, curricula are stronger when varied opinions and viewpoints help 
form them. By having one more informed full time faculty member working 
with our current full time Creative Writing faculty, we have the potential of 
reaching more students from differing backgrounds than we currently do. 

Personally, this sabbatical is necessary for me for my own development. I 
have already paid for three UCLA Extension writing courses and I will pay for 
these two myself out of pocket. The reason is that for as early as I could 
remember, I’ve wanted to write a novel length work of fiction. For a variety of 
reasons too long and boring to state here, I’ve not accomplished that feat. I 
have finally gotten some wind in my sails and I see the possibility of achieving 
that goal within my grasp. This sabbatical will push me over the finish line. 

Finally, I have taught English at the college level for seventeen years, ten here 
at VC. Most likely, I have about seventeen more to go before I retire. I love my 
job here at VC more than I can say. I realize how lucky I am to work here. But 
since the end of Covid, I have sensed the fire burning inside smoldering a bit. 
I believe this time off to help me remember what it is I love English for, will 
help me. Also, by modeling the life of the writer for my students more 
convincingly, will allow me to be a more effective teacher. Quite frankly, 
without having a book length manuscript in my back pocket, even if it isn’t 
published, makes me feel a bit like a fraud if I am to teach students Creative 
Writing. 

 

Sabbatical Project Components  

Professional development: I will pursue coursework through UCLA Extension 
in their Creative Writing Certificate program. These two ten week courses will 
be worth 3 credits each. Those coupled with three courses I have already 
taken will put me 2 courses away from completing their Creative Writing 
Certificate. More importantly, the content of the courses will provide me with 
material I can use when I return to VC and teach the Creative Writing classes. 
Currently we have two Creative Writing instructors. One has a specialty in 
Poetry and the other Creative Non-Fiction. I will be able to contribute expertise 





positive effect on the enthusiasm that I bring to the classroom, which has a 
direct impact on the effectiveness of my curriculum. 

To the District   

The district will benefit greatly by having a robust Credit Certificate in Creative 
Writing. VC will be leading the way in the district in this regard. 

 

 


